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UPDATED 8/31: Recent Polling on Voter Priorities and Drug 
Pricing Policy 

 
 
Americans strongly agree with the following statement (73% agree), including 85% of 
Republicans and 75% of seniors:   
 

“It’s unfair that Americans pay so much for prescription medicines. We’re going to slash drug 
costs for Americans in many ways…We are eliminating the financial hit to seniors in Medicare’s 
“catastrophic phase” by forcing the big drug companies to cover seniors’ co-pays. We are 
injecting more competition into Medicare through new discounts that will lower costs 
dramatically. We’ll let seniors smooth their costs over the year instead of paying a lump sum at 
the beginning of the year. We’ll make sure patients get more of the drug rebates and demand 
other countries pay their fair share for new medicines.” 
 

70% of Americans say this plan will help them personally. 77% of Republicans and 76% of 
seniors think it will help them personally.  

 
 

 

Morning Consult, nationwide survey of 1,985 voters, August 28-30, 2020 
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Language tested on President Trump’s record:  
 

“Thanks to President Trump, drug prices are actually falling. His relentless focus on lowering 
drug costs is the reason Americans are seeing the largest, most persistent drop in medicine 
prices in half a century. Before President Trump, prescription drug prices went up 3 ½ percent 
year-over-year. Today, prices for those drugs have seen year-over-year declines. What 
changed? The President. He took practical steps to achieve the largest year-over-year decline in 
drug prices in more than 51 years, including through:  
 

• Record generic approvals: The FDA is now approving generic drugs at historic rates, 
generating savings for patients estimated at $26 billion. 

• Ending unacceptable pharmacy gag clauses: President Trump signed legislation banning 
pharmacy “gag clauses,” which prohibited pharmacists from telling patients about the best 
deals on the medications they need. 

• Making Medicare Part B more competitive: The Administration is currently finalizing a law that 
will end global freeloading on the backs of American patients and American seniors, by requiring 
that Medicare Part B pay the same price for medicines as other countries do. [SPLIT B ONLY] 
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• Strengthening Medicare Part D: The Administration finalized changes to Medicare’s payment 
rate for certain drugs to lower expenses for seniors, as well as provided more tools to demystify 
out-of-pocket costs for beneficiaries.”  
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Morning Consult, nationwide survey of 1,985 voters, August 28-30, 2020 
 



 

4 
 

 
--- 

 
 
 
 
 

Morning Consult, nationwide survey of 1,989 voters, August 2020 
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Poll question: Thinking about your vote for the 2020 presidential election, what issue do you think will 
most impact your vote? (Select 1) 
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Morning Consult, nationwide survey of 1,985 voters, August 28-30, 2020 
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Now I am going to read you a list of policy changes on drug pricing. For each one, please tell me on a scale from 0 to 10 how 
supportive you are towards this change, where 10 means very supportive, 0 means not at all supportive. You may use any 
number from 0 to 10. The higher the number, the more supportive you are about the statement.  [MATRIX, RANDOMIZE] 
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